PERISCOPE 


67 


JOURNAL DE NEUOLOGIE 

(Vol. 9, 1904, 'Nos. 15 and 16.) 

Devoted exclusively to a report of the proceedings of the Fourteenth 
Congress of Alienists and Neurologists of France. 

(Vol. 9, 1904, No. 17.) 

1. A Case of Chronic Progressive Chorea with Autopsy. D. De Buck. 

1. Chorea. —Report of a case of chorea with dementia in a man of 
sixty-five years old, followed by autopsy. Of the changes found in the 
cortex of the brain, neuroglia proliferation and cell degeneration, with 
diminution of the tangential and supradiar fibers was most marked. The 
author ranges himself upon the side of those who consider the pathological 
process in chronic chorea, a sclerosis and not an inflammation. This 
sclerosis he thinks secondary to the degenerative changes in the nerve cells. 

Allen (Trenton.) 

ARCHIVES DE NEUROLOGIE 

(Vol. XVII., 1904, No. 102, June.) 

1. A Case of Dementia Praecox of Irregular Type. R. Masselon. 

2. Delirium of Persecution in Progressive Paralysis. Pasturel. 

1. A Case of Dementia Prcecox of Irregular Type. —The author gives 
a detailed history of a most excellently observed psychosis. The patient 
was a man of brilliant intelligence up to the age of twenty-four, when he 
developed an accession of delirious type, which was followed lay a con¬ 
dition of intellectual enfeeblemefit, which was by no means an extreme 
dementia. The principal features of interest were the dominant state of 
aboulia and general indifference. An individual, formerly very capable and 
gifted, sinks to the level where he prefers asylum life and shuns with dread 
every intellectual effort. There was no emotional suffering, no depres¬ 
sive state that was painfully appreciated as in melancholia, nor was there 
any element of neurasthenic or a hypochondriacal nature. The subject 
simply presented an aboulia, an emotional indifference, a diminution in the 
vividness of his mental concepts. There were lacking the negativism, 
stereotypy, or complete mental reduction, but Masselon regards these as 
but manifestations of an early weakening of the intellect. Negativism, 
stereotypic or catatonic attitudes represent extreme forms of precocious 
dementia. In his case the patient never spontaneously thought of anything, 
or nearly so, but one could make him use his mental powers momentarily 
by directing his thoughts in a certain direction, or by artificially sustain¬ 
ing his attention. Masselon follows Aschaffenburg in creating a class of 
cases to be grouped under the heading of “formes frustes” of dementia 
praecox. Aboulia and mental apathy with lack of spontaneity and initiative 
are the special features. The clinical description laid down by Kraeplin 
is thus modified to include cases of milder type, which were formerly 
otherwise classified. 

2. Delirium of Persecution in Progressive Paralysis. —After comment¬ 
ing on the rarity of systematized ideas of persecution in general paralysis, 
the author states that he had opportunity to study three cases which showed 
persecutory delirium of great tenacity and extraordinary intensity. These 
ideas are usually accompanied by visual and auditory hallucinations (Bal¬ 
let). Pasturel’s cases were dangerous to the personnel of the institution. 
Ideas of persecution when associated with paresis are considered by Bail- 
larger as a new malady superimposed. Ball views them as a complication. 
Magnan and his school considered that their presence in paresis implied a 
vesanic or neuropathic heredity, or alcoholism. Troget laid great stress 
upon the latter factor. Others attributed these delusions of persecution to 
a localized meningo-encephalitis. Serieux reported an interesting autopsy 
with meningitis at the level of the supra marginal and posterior third of 
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the first temporal convolution, where there were auditory hallucinations 
with ideas of persecution and jealousy. Pasturel records his observations 
carefully and is inclined to agree with Serieux that general paralysis en¬ 
genders by its irritative lesions, along with its multiple hallucinations, 
persecutory ideas and persistent violent reactionary states. Heredity and 
alcohol are often assisting factors. D. I. Wolfstein (Cincinnati.) 

MISCELLANY 

Hypnotic Remedies in Mental Disease. A. R. Diefendorf (Journal of 
Amer. Med. Asso., November 19, 1904). 

The paramount importance of insomnia as a symptom of mental disease 
makes the indications for hypnotic remedies foremost in the therapeutics 
of psychiatry. Of the two types of insomnia, (1) insomnia of the early 
stages of mental disturbance; (2) the insomnia encountered after the 
psychosis has become well established, the first is very frequently 
intense, and preceding the other more active symptoms sometimes 
many months. It may be associated with peculiar sensations, such as a 
feeling of weight and construction, or with a certain reserve and solitariness 
or an irritable mood. It may be associated with distressing dreams. There 
is no specific remedy, but exciting causes must be removed, and gastric, 
cardiac, naso-pharyngeal irritation be treated, or altered constitutional 
states, such as lethema, gout or anemia improved. Hypnotic drugs 
should be the last resort; warm bottles or other hydrotherapeutic measures 
should be used. The writer advocates bromides, especially bromopin, or 
trional or veronal. The insomnia of well-established mental disease is 
usually less urgent, and is apt to be associated with hallucinations or fears. 
Delirium tremens calls for hot packs and choral, or, perhaps paraldehyde 
or chloralamid. If there is difficulty in getting the patient ready for his 
first hot bath, give hyosin hydrobromate, or scapolamin. Trional or veronal 
are less reliable. The insomnia of the depressive phases of dementia 
pratcox and mania depressive insanity are best ameliorated by cold or 
warm pack, choral and bromides in combination. For the extreme insomnia 
of exhaustion and infecion phychoses, alcohol is most valuable. One of the 
most obstinate forms of insomnia is in senile dementia. 

Noyes (New York.) 

Collargolum in Nervous Affections. —At the meeting of the Philadel¬ 
phia Pediatric Society, Dec. 8, 1903, Dr. D. L. Edsall reported a case of 
chorea of the septic type treated with intravenous injection of collargolum, 
which apparently had a markedly favorable effect upon the temperature and 
a striking effect upon the child’s general condition. The general septic 
appearance of the patient, together with the prostration, rapidly disappeared. 
The choreiform movements, also, soon improved greatly, although for a 
week previously the child had been ineffectively treated with sedatives, 
salicylates, etc. She ultimately recovered entirely, except for a gravely 
damaged heart: The speaker also referred to other cases, partly in children, 
partly in adults, in which he had treated rheumatism, septis, typhoid fever 
and other conditions with intravenous injections of collargolum. He had 
seen no bad effects, except in one or two instances in which sore arms had 
been produced by missing the vein and injecting collargolum into the sub¬ 
cutaneous tissues. As to the influence of collargolum upon the infections 
in the various cases, he was disposed to be guarded in his statements; but 
he felt that there had been a favorable influence exerted in a number of 
cases of septicemia, and that the effects had been sufficiently marked to 
encourage him in using the preparation further. 

To six epileptics Netter (Bull, des Hop. April 28, 1904) administered 
collargolum in liquid and pill form in conjunction with the usual treatment, 
and found it very advantageous. The specific action of the latter drug was 



